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join the Court or the Opposition. As a result of these agree-
ments patrons often avoided the expense of election contests
and the number of elections which actually came to a poll
was small. In 1761 only forty-eight constituencies out of ^d contest -
.   .       -	J	;       °	ed elections
a total of 315 were contested:1 in 1768 there were only are com-
seventy-one defeated candidates; in 1744, 113, in 1780, rare. lvcy
ninety-two, and in 1790, ninety-six.2 The counties, in
particular, rarely went to the poll: in 1747 only two, in 1754
only five, and in 1761 only three did so.3 Between 1760
and 1800 there were seven general elections, but of all the
fifty-two counties of England and Wales returning a total
of 644 members, there were only fifty-seven defeated can-
didates.4 In 1761 there were eleven contests in the twenty-
two boroughs with over 1,000 voters, twelve in those with
500 to 1,000 voters, and only eighteen in the other 202
boroughs.5 Contests were usually rare in the small boroughs
where influence was well established.
Patronage in the eighteenth century was, then, extremely
complex, and neither permanent nor unchanging : it was the the power of
r	.    r	.	. °, -	the aristoc-
result of many considerations, its power varied irom place to racy rarely
place and from time to time.    Nor was it based upon the Sthewters.
influence of the money of a Venetian oligarchy, for money
was only one of the factors upon which it depended, and
the oligarchs, who appeared to be in command, were depen-
dent upon their constituents, who are more easily ignored
now than they were then.    Eighteenth-century corruption
was possible not only because of the willingness of the
aristocracy to buy voters, but also because of the readiness
of the local constituencies and of individual voters to sell
their votes.
Parliaments of the eighteenth century were often tyranni- H;J^ of
cal, frequently out of touch with public feeling, and some- Parliament*
times even jealous of its expression.   Though Parliament ^n^i
inserted a clause asserting the right of the people to petition ^bc|cwitl1
in the Bill of Rights, that was the right to petition only the opinion,
i Namier, op, cit,, p. 196.	* EJH.R. (1916), p. 196,
3 Namier, op. cit., p. 82.
* .Parlt. Papers of J. Robinson, pp. x and xL
s Namier, op, cit., p. 104,

